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Reviewer’s comment

Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer,
correct the manuscript and highlight that part in
the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors
should write his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments

- the introduction section is too long. It covers approx. 4
pages. To my knowledge, the introduction of a scientific
manuscript should be concise (max 800 words), provide
the background on the subject addressed and highlight
the paper aim. In this paper, the introduction includes a
detailed description of the Zimbabwean economy. I
would suggest to restructure the introduction following
the guidelines provided above, and move the description
of the Zimbabwean economy to a new section;

- in Table 1, the type of companies interviewed is not
clear. You have previously stated the overall sample of
companies for your study consists of 100 chemical
enterprises, which is not consonant with the results in
Table 1. Probably, some explanation is missed here.
Please clarify;

- also, I cannot understand what you mean by
“substitute” companies. How were those companies
identified? What is their role? Why do you need
substitute companies if you already have 100 enterprises
to interview? And, most important, are substitute
companies equally reliable as the remaining sample
companies?

- on the same point, it is not clear what you mean by “Out
of the original sample frame of 100, 71% of the
companies could not be located”. Why were you unable
to locate the companies? Do they no longer exist?

- areference is required to support the sentence
“Chemical safety cannot be guaranteed without a policy.
Policy is a core element of safety management”.
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- technically, the statistics you provide for large
enterprises (LE) on table 4 cannot be considered as
reliable. Your sample of LE only includes 6 companies,
which is too few to allow deriving any general
conclusion. For instance, looking at table 4, [ see that you
found several “0” values: e.g., 0 large enterprises do not
have documentation on OSH policy statement. However,
this does not allow concluding that LE always have
documentation for OSH policy statement, because of the
scarcity of LE in your analysis. The same happens for the
remaining values proposed in Table 4. This is a main
issue, because it jeopardises the results of your study;

- again, from the technical point of view, to ensure that
there is a difference between SME and LE in the approach
to chemical safety, some statistical tests would be
required. This is not performed in this study. Why?

- conclusions of the paper are very weak. They need to be
restructured. Implications of the study, contribution,
limitations, and future research directions should be
included.
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Minor REVISION comments

- the definition of large enterprises is unclear. I quote: “In
this study a Large Enterprise (LE) is an organization that
has more than 300 employees. In Zimbabwe, most LEs
are operating at 40% capacity due to the economic
meltdown affecting the country”. [ am not an expert of
Zimbabwean economy, hence I do not know if more
precise definitions of LE are available for that country. In
Europe, the European Commission has definite precisely
small, medium and large enterprises, with a proper set of
guidelines. Do any guidelines for the definition of
company’s size exist for your country? Please explain;

Optional /General comments None
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