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Reviewer’s comment

Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer,
correct the manuscript and highlight that part in
the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors
should write his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments

I think the manuscript has a good objective and it is
in general well written. However there are some
points in materials and methods and the results that
need to be clarified and better discussed before
publication

Materials and methods

Were soil analysis carried out only in the first
growing season?, how the N in the soil varied
between 2006 and 2008?

How was the number of spikes per m2 determined,
on how many rows, how long?, how was the number
of grains determined? On how many spikes?, how
was the yield determined?, how were the
experiments harvested?

Results of spikes per m2, grains per spike and
thousand kernel weight are presented, however the
yield in each year and each N fertilization rate is not
shown. In addition how the ratio kg grain per kg N
applied increased at 120-160 kg N in 2007 and 2008?
Data showed indicated that number of spikes
decreased at 120-160 kg N and grains spike and
thousand kernel weight do not increased, how could
the efficiency in kg of grains increased?, and why.

It should be discussed why after a decrease at 80-120
kg N, there is an increase at 120-160?, is that
normal?, why it happens in a dry year as 2007

In addition in my opinion the discussion should be
based on the total N available, that is N in the soil
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plus N added with the fertilizers, as the obtained
results depended on the N in the soil. In different
conditions, with a different amount of N in the soil,
that results could be completely different

Minor REVISION comments

Optional /General comments
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