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Compulsory REVISION 

comments 

 

 

As the experimental design was described, 

the total plots number was very low (16) 

and the DF (degrees of freedom) of Error 

was 9. In the agricultural research is 

recommended a total of plots > 20 and DF of 

Error > 10. 

Furthermore, the number of plants in each 

parcel was not described.  

For the reasons considering the statistical 

procedures as they were done, I decline the 

acceptance of the present manuscript for 

being published in the American Journal of 

Experimental Agriculture. 

As the primary author, I disagree with the reviewer’s comments. For 

information, this is an indoor pot (0ne seed/pot means 1 plant/pot- 

mentioned in the text) experiment under controlled condition.  In indoor 

experiment, we can work with at least 3 treatments and 3 replications. Also 

to get sustainable feedstock of biodiesel from castor not much work was 

done on fertilizer implications. Besides for production of fuel we need to 

establish the fertilizer recommendation to get good seed yield and 

production of crude oil, so we need further studies in future based on this 

experiment. >20 and E< 10 is arbitrary, and even then, the number of plots 

and df met appropriate standard. This is key information that needs to be 

published so future studies can build on this research 

 

Minor REVISION 
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As the primary author, I disagree with the reviewer’s comments. For 

information, this is an indoor pot (1 plant / pot) experiment under 

controlled condition.  In indoor experiment, we can work with at least 

3 treatments and 3 replications. Also to get sustainable feedstock of 

biodiesel from castor not much work was done on fertilizer 

implications. Besides, for the production of fuel we need to establish 

the fertilizer recommendation to get good seed yield and production of 

crude oil, so we need further studies in future based on this 

experiment. >20 and E>10 is arbitrary, and even then, the number of 

plots and df met appropriate standard. This is key information that 

needs to be published so future studies can build on this research. 
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