
 

 

SDI Review Form 1.6 

Created by: EA               Checked by: ME                                             Approved by: CEO     Version: 1.6 (07-06-2013)  

 
Journal Name: American Journal of Experimental Agriculture 

Manuscript Number: 2013_AJEA_8670  

Title of the Manuscript:  Long-Term Fertilization Effect On Agronomic Yield And Soil Organic Carbon Under Semi-Arid 

Mediterranean Region 

Type of the Article Original Research Article 

 

 

 

General guideline for Peer Review process:  
 

This journal’s peer review policy states that NO manuscript should be rejected only on the basis of ‘lack of Novelty’, provided the manuscript is 

scientifically robust and technically sound. 

To know the complete guideline for Peer Review process, reviewers are requested to visit this link: 

 

(http://www.sciencedomain.org/page.php?id=sdi-general-editorial-policy#Peer-Review-Guideline) 

 

 



 

 

SDI Review Form 1.6 

Created by: EA               Checked by: ME                                             Approved by: CEO     Version: 1.6 (07-06-2013)  

PART  1: Review Comments 

 

 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed 

with reviewer, correct the 

manuscript and highlight that 

part in the manuscript. It is 

mandatory that authors should 

write his/her feedback here) 

Compulsory REVISION comments 

 

                To the authors: Please see the considerations below. 

 

The Manuscript Long-Term Fertilization Effect On Agronomic 

Yield And Soil Organic Carbon UnderSemi-Arid 

Mediterranean Conditions is a solid long-term study on the 

development and production of several agricultural crops. 

Although it is not innovative it shows the results of different 

kinds of fertilization, as inorganic, organic, as compost, 

manure, and compost + arbuscularmycorrhizal fungi (AMF).  

The sections Introduction, Material and Methods and Results 

are written in an understandable way, and to the point.  

 

1) One question remains on the identification of the AMF fungi, 

and how this inoculum was obtained and applied. Please 

give some details on this subject.  

 

2) In the Results section it is not necessary to describe in words 

and repeat the increases found in the text. The tables should 

be enough.  

 

3) Discussion and Conclusions are in line with the obtained 

results and demonstrate again the high value of organic 

amendments, especially on more or less degraded very poor 

soils. Augmenting the organic carbon content in soils will 

result in much better soil attributes and greater fertility 

levels, which implies in higher yields and, in the long term, 

in healthier and better structured soils. And it is important 
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to stress this finding over and over again, to convince 

mankind of this fundamental truth.  

 

4) I would suggest the authors to reinforce the finding that even 

when using a lower amount of organic compost, the 

presence of AMF hasa great impact on plant growth. Today 

we need to stress the positive effect of biofertilizers and 

organic materials which can be highly advantageous and are 

indispensable for a more sustainable agriculture, especially 

on soils that have been degraded by anthropogenic actions. 

A discussion in this direction may enrich this article.  

 

5) Correction of words and sentences you can find pointed out 

in the whole text.  

Minor REVISION comments 
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