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In their case the 5 markers have grouped their rice accessions according to their level
of tolerance to salinity in comparison with the physiological measurements. They can
only state this but not draw a conclusion that these 5 markers can always be used to
group rice accessions according to their tolerance.

We agree with this comment. So we included the terms “from the tested
varieties” (mentioned below) in the conclusion of the abstract to make sure that
these 5 markers can be applied only for the tested varieties. Final conclusion
does not show such meaning.

Conclusion:

Information derived on morphological traits under salinity stress and the
polymorphic SSR marker patterns obtained from tolerant and susceptible
varieties near Saltol region would be useful in selecting parental lines from the
tested varieties for rice breeding and gene mapping programs designed for salt
tolerance.
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