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PART 1: Review Comments

Reviewer’s comment

Author’s comment (if
agreed with reviewer,
correct the manuscript
and highlight that part
in the manuscript, It is
mandatory that authors
should write his/her
feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION
comments

The manuscript contains important novel data on the effect of calcium, GA3 and NAA
(naphtyl acetic acid) on pear fruit quality and yield. The data are presented clearly in the
form of tables, with adequate statistical treatment, and clear conclusions are formulated.
I can therefore recommend the manuscript for publication.

I have only a few comments which should be responded by the authors.

1/ Regarding statistical evaluation shown in Table 2 to 6, the statistical tests used for data
evaluation - LSD test at 0.05 level - should be specified directly in the table legends (not

only in Materials and methods).

2/ Line 32: The reference “Gupta and Kaur (2007)” should be “Gupta and Kaur (2004)”
according to the reference list - it should be checked by the authors.

3/ It should be written “hectare” instead of “hectar” and “replicate” instead of “replicat”
(lines 90, 93) in the manuscript - check the spelling

4/ Do not use a comma after “also” in the sentence.
5/ Some sentences should be rephrased.

Other formal comments:
Abstract, line 11: “March” should be written with capital “Mii
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Introduction, line 32: It should be written “a higher retention” (not “the more retention”)
Line 94: Correct the spelling in the word “calculated

Line 132: Correct the verb form “to determine” (not “to determined”)

Line 162: Remove a comma after the word “also”

Line 166: Insert “a” before the words “non remarkable increase”, i.e., “a non remarkable
increase”

Line 171: Insert “an” before the words “insignificant increase”, i.e., “an insignificant
increase”

Line 183: Remove “the” before “table 6”

Lines 185, 202: Remove a comma after the word “also”

Line 204: Use a plural form “fruits” in the sentence “Moreover, the treated fruits were
significantly firmer and larger than untreated fruits.”

Line 204: Correct the word form “The increase in fruit size...”

Line 207: Remove “the” before the term “water potential”

Line 228: Remove “also” from the sentence “Our results are in agreement with...”

Line 235: Correct the verb form “explains” in the sentence “and this explains why...”
Line 235: Rephrase the sentences as follows: The first sentence should end with “...the
ripening of fruits.” The second sentence “These data are in parallel with the findings of
Antionio and Bettio (2003) who concluded that...”

Line 239: Remove a comma after the word “period”

Line 243: Write “...with the findings of Faust (1989) who found that...”

Line 247: Remove a comma after the word “also”

Line 256: Reverse the word order in the sentence “Calcium has also received considerable
attention...”

Line 260: Insert “a” before the words “foliar spray”, i.e., iia foliar spray”

Minor REVISION
comments

Optional /General
comments
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