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Reviewer’s comment

Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer,
correct the manuscript and highlight that
part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that
authors should write his/her feedback here)

Compulsory 1.

REVISION comments

In the introduction (lines 23-26): many histology laboratories
replaced xylene with CitriSolv, which is a d-limonene-based
biodegradable reagent. Please discuss or mention this.

Lines 62-71 - I think these should be a separate paragraph and
not continuum of the list. I also suggest re-writing this paragraph
for clarification. It is very confusing.

The idea of reducing chemical waste and shortening the time
required for specimen analysis is very attractive in particular for
clinical specimens (and has been previously demonstrated by
others: Rohr et al. Am J Clin Pathol, 2001; Ref 19; and several
others). The authors discussed the aspect of replacing xylene
with isopropanol and correctly cited Ref. 5. Please discuss the
advantages of using microwave techniques as well, since itis a
major point of the manuscript.

In the discussion it will be appropriate to mention that
isopropanol-microwave method is only useful for very small
samples since the microwave only penetrates 15 mm into the
tissue (you can refer to histology textbooks). In addition, it will
be appropriate to mention that this method is gaining popularity
in clinics and research laboratories (search Google for
“microwave isopropanol tissue processing”)

Please provide the statistical analysis and results from the
microscopic assessment of the tissues (as described in section
2.6.2 in materials & methods)

Ethical issue: There is no mentioning of an approved protocol for animal
studies in the manuscript. If animals were handled under the approval of
the university animal research committee, it must be stated.

Minor REVISION
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comments

7.

Write “Periodic acid-Schiff-diastase” first time PAS-D is mentioned
To be consistent with abbreviating PAS-D, haematoxylin & eosin
should be abbreviated to H&E (or HE)

Line 41: delete the word “e.g.”

Line 165: There is no need to write 1440 min, please change that to
24 hours. It is conceptually easier to compare 85 min to 24 h, or even
1.5 h to 24 h. Change that in figure 1 and figure 1 legend as well.
Figure 1 legend is covered by x-axis title

Similar comment on lines 168-169 and figure 2: please change 2000,
3000,10000 mL to 2, 3, 10 L respectively. Change graph from mL to L
as well.

Line 282 : change less then 100 min to less then 2h or 1h40’

Optional /General
comments

In the histology images the letters representing treatment (C / V /W) are all
mixed up. Please confirm that the labels are correct in the original file.

Reviewer Details:

Name: Anonymous
Department, University & Country University of California San Diego, USA
Created by: EA Checked by: ME Approved by: CEO Version: 1.6 (07-06-2013)




