Editor's comment:

| recommend that the paper be accepted following major revisions.

The Spearman rank correlation is an alternative non parametric coefficient to the Pearson's often
calculated when data is not normally distributed. However the authors fail to compare the properties or
advantages of their new correlation measures with the Spearman's correlation coefficient which is also
very attractive.

Author’s Feedback:

Again, this is a comment not a suggestion for revision. Nevertheless, a paragraph has been added on
this, which includes an additional reference. All in yellow in the revised version.



