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PART 1: Review Comments

Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer,
correct the manuscript and highlight that part in
the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors
should write his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments The main concluding observation of the paper is thatthe temperature of the water tanks may be one of themost important factors that affect the genotypic behaviorof Legionella pneumophila. To exclude that thetemperature in the bottom of the tanks may be muchlower than the set one,it could be important to demonstrate by specificexperiments the resistance at  80 – 90°C of the isolates.

Minor REVISION comments Line 262 diveristy  to correct with diversity.Marking that the RAPD seems not able to differentiateamong the different isolates of  serogroup 2-14:it is not clear if all these isolates belong to the samespecific serogroup.It could be useful to identify the serogroup and todiscriminate these strains to use another typing methodsuch as PFGE
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Optional/General comments The main remark concern:the diffusion of L. pneumophila in domestic watersystem;the use of RAPD as method to evaluate the moleculardiversity of isolates of Legionella;the value of temperature to control the dissemination ofLegionella;the correlation with  high tolerance of L. pneumophiliaserogroup 1 isolates  to elevated temperature andtheir genetic diversity.However it is not clear if there is genetic diversity amongall the L. pneumophilia isolates belonging to serogroup 2-14.
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