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PART 1: Review Comments

Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer,
correct the manuscript and highlight that part in
the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors
should write his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments Line 46-47: RAPD is now largely obsolete, appropriateonly for local outbreak investigation, does not allowinterlaboratory comparisons. Please mention the currentstandards, including SBT and MLVA, and some associatedliterature.Line 72, transport of samples on dry ice, please check, assuch conditions would usually kill most Legionella spp.
Lines 214: in figure 2, patterns 10 and 12 are very
different (indeed as different as could be). From the
literature serogroup 2-14 isolates from different
sources are not expected to be in a single genetic
group.
More generally, Figure 1 and Figure 2 show a
different subset of isolates. Only two are common.
Given the limited number (17) of isolates, all
patterns should be shown. The major problem with
the present investigation is that the RAPD clustering
achieved is not convincing. RAPD is not appropriate
to support the main conclusions of this report, and
other methods need to be used, SBT or MLVA. Such
methods would allows interlaboratory comparisons,
international databases have been produced for this
purpose.

Minor REVISION comments Line 22: replace "…have been identified, most notablyis…" by "…have been identified. The majority of clinicalcases is due to…"Line 27 "transfers", "undergoes"Line 65: be more precise about the number of
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independent private houses. Quote Table 1Line 65 "till the end"Line 82 "15 minutes"Line 95, correct " bio-Me´rieux" in " bioMérieux"Line 123-127: in the band pattern comparisons, pleaseconfirm that only band presence and positions weretaken into account, not relative band intensities. Werethe bands automatically assigned by the software, orwere they manually selected, or a combination of both?What were the band shift allowance parameters settings?Line 142, replace "… Legionella, only 17…" by "…Legionella. Seventeen …"Line 144, replace "spp., this percentage is found to be inagreement…" by "spp. This percentage is in agreement …"Lines 147-148: move the technical details to methodssection; according to methods section, API and not onlylatex agglutination test contributed to identification.Line 157 and in a number of other places: missing spacein "the17"Line 158, replace "…September), during …" by "…September). During …"Line 161, "Seven", "seven"Lines 168-169: about the sample recovered from asetting with a water heating system at maximum heatingrange (80-90°C). Was temperature checked (Lines 172-173 suggest that it is not the case)? What is the statisticalsignificance, i.e. how many water systems are set to thistemperature range, and is the recovery of a singlepositive lower than expected or higher? The temperaturerange associated with all 200 samples needs to beindicated and analysed before so that suggestions such aslines 169-170 can be made based on the present data. Inaddition, this observation is not new, references need tobe provided.Line 175, replace "in contradiction" by "in contrast"
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Line 178 replace "… Legionella, this may … " by "…Legionella. This may …".Line 181: "Several representative …" How many ?Seventeen according to Table 2. Please indicate in text.Line 226, Table 1, correct "Ligionella",Table 1 and Table 2 replace "And" by "and" in columnheadingFigure 1: make more self-explanatory by showing foreach lane sample geographic origin and temperaturerange. Indicate on the figure that the Lsp lane is isolaten°9 (as in Figure 2).Line 262, correct "diversity"
Optional/General comments The authors have searched for the presence of Legionellaspp in 200 samples of water collected in differentresidential areas in the city of Aqaba. Seventeen sampleswere positive, Legionella pneumophila represented 15 ofthe 17. The authors applied RAPD in order to produce aclustering of the isolates. They claim that clusteringcorresponds to the temperature of the water tanks.Unfortunately, although this kind of investigation is ofinterest, the technology applied in the investigation is notappropriate to support the main conclusions.
Note: Anonymous Reviewer


