This manuscript still needs a minor change. Please clarify the reason for removing the
Figure captioned ‘Taxonomic resolution of the various techniques used to study the
diversity of rhizobia’ from the previous version. If you cannot show any valid reason, I
recommend it to be retained in the manuscript. In that case the caption of the Figures

will be...

- Figure 1: Taxonomic resolution of the various techniques used to study the

diversity of rhizobia.

A reviewer asked us to get copyright permission:

The figures are subjected to copyright and they can not be published again without the
agreement of the journal in which they were published.
But it was impossible to get it because a restriction of the original journal, contrarily to

the other figure which have been retained, and for which I've already sent the

permission

- Figure 2: Simplified phylogenetic tree of Proteobacteria based on the 16S rRNA

gene sequences. The rhizobial genera are shown in bold-face.



