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I have assessed the review process of 2013_BMRJ_5635 Taxonomy of the Rhizobia: 

current perspectives and I do not find the final version suitable for publication. The 

final version I have read is attached. 

Just to list a FEW justifications for my opinion: 

1.       Several remarks made by the last reviewer were not taken in consideration 

and the authors do not explain why. (review is attached) 

2.       A review article on taxonomy should include the most updated references, 

including a discussion on different approaches for classification, as well as a 

description of techniques currently used. These topics are poorly addressed in the 

manuscript. 

3.       Corroborating this lack of content, I find that reviewers had to explain the 

authors critical points on taxonomy and Rhizobia, making it clear that the authors 

do not have enough expertise on the proposed subject. 

4.       Figure 1 is unacceptable: it does not explain parameters used for the creation 

of the phylogenetic tree, nor an explanation on distances and conclusions. Figure 1 

is also not adequate to illustrate the text where it is inserted. 

5.       Figure 2 is unacceptable: it is in French and the caption does not explain any 

of the acronyms present in the Figure. 

6.       Same observation for Figure 3. 
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