Editor’'s Comment:

1) Itis uncertain to draw any statistically valid conclusions from the presented
numbers, for example the prevalence of VDRL is very low (in reality 2,3 individuals) in
order to do comparisons

2) The description of the groups is very poor, the authors do not give any data besides
the age of the studied population. Is the "great awareness of infection by the public"” the

only reason for the observed decline of VDRL/HIV?

3) The introduction is very lengthy and the point the authors want to deliver not very
clear

Author feedback:

1) Adjustment has been done to it.

2) The tables has been re-arrange to make three tables to give full figural
representations

3) The introduction has been re-adjusted to shorten it.



