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PART 2:  

FINAL EVALUATOR’S comments on revised paper (if any) Authors’ response to final evaluator’s comments 

Study design and description: the authors have confirmed that the paper includes two 

subgroups (46+46 patients+controls already published and the new 46+46 

patients+controls), specifying in the discussion that the samples have been collected 

through a 19-year period and reporting the HPV data separately for the two subgroups. 

However, this is not clearly stated in the abstract, that should be modified accordingly 

(in “duration of study” and “methodology” sections). 

 

Methodology: the DNA extraction method and the evaluation of sample adequacy are 

now reported (were all the samples amplified by the housekeeping gene primers?); also 

the methods for HPV search and typing are now reported, but are not clear. Nested PCR 

for HPV implies the use of MY09/MY11 primers in the first step followed by the use of 

GP5+/GP6+ primers in the second step, while cycle sequencing is performed on the 

amplified product (after the first or second PCR) for genotyping. Paragraph 2.3 should 

be modified. 

 

The other two points raised in my first revision have been adequately addressed.  
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