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PART  1: Review Comments 

 

 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, 

correct the manuscript and highlight that part in 

the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors 

should write his/her feedback here) 

Compulsory REVISION comments 

 

1) Abstract: Please clarify aim of the study: no 

mention of influence of NM on whole blood  

2) Abstract: Conclusion: second conclusion is a 

generalized statement and not based on 

results of the study: “might lead to 

obstruction of the plasma pheresis circuit 

when using NM as an anticoagulation 

3) There is a high frequency of heterozygous 

population with deficiency of protein C and 

protein S in the population as well as 

homozygous deficiency: however the 

incidence of spontaneous thrombosis in this 

population is very less: it is very conjectural 

statement to make that mere reduction of 

protein C and protein S activity secondary to 

NM leads to thrombosis: authors need to 

elaborate more in the discussion regarding 

the role of protein C and protein S deficiency 

and correlation with thrombosis 

4) Authors need to discuss as to why NM and not 

GM (both being serine protease inhibitors) 

caused reduction in Protein C activity. They 

need to clearly mention that they have no 

rationale to justify reduction in Protein S 

activity by NM as it is not a serine protease 

enzyme.  

5) Authors need to include additional data of 

baseline activity of “un-expired FFP” versus 

“expired FFP” regarding activity levels of 
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various coagulants and anti-coagulants 

including protein C and protein S or else give 

cross references for the same 

6) Authors need to justify how NM caused 

significant increase in Anti-thrombin III 

activity when using whole blood from healthy 

volunteers 

7) Table 4: statistical analysis is done based on 

comparison with of group treat with 5% 

dextrose solution: however no baseline 

values for the same are given: presume they 

have used information given in table 1.  

8) Overall, not sure as to why the authors have 

included the role of NM on whole blood from 

human volunteers – it neither has correlation 

with the title; hypothesis or conclusion of the 

study; if that is the case: then authors need to 

justify differences and rationale of including 

whole blood and expired ffp for the study. 

Minor REVISION comments 

 

  

Optional/General comments 

 

Overall, the in vitro concept shown is good although the 

data analysis is from very limited tests (N=3) – however 

very difficult to make conjectural correlation with 

increased risk of thrombosis in clinical realm as 

reduction in protein c and protein s activity does not 

induce/ cause thrombosis in general population 
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