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PART  1: Review Comments 

 

 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, 

correct the manuscript and highlight that part in 

the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors 

should write his/her feedback here) 

Compulsory REVISION comments Abstract: 

In Study design- Remove the sentence: “Mention the 

design of the study here.” 

 

In all text -  Use expression: DPPIV enzymatic activity 

(instead of DPPIV immune activity) since only enzymatic 

activity was assessed. 

 

Section 2.2. – Provide literature evidence for the rational 

of pooling the serum for all animals (adults and juvenile 

one) together. 

 

Section 3. Results and discussion – Figure 5.  (Lines 

162 and 164) mention in the text; while only four figures 

are provided. Please readjust the text accordingly.  

 

Section 4. Conclusion – Line 177 – immunecompetency 

should be written as two separate words: 

“immune competency” 

1) Abstract: sentence removed 

 
2) This is a very good point, and thus 

DPPIV enzyme activity has been 
substituted 
 

3) Literature precedent for pooling of 
serum provided 
 

4) “Figure 5” has been changed to 
Figure 4 
 

5) This has been corrected in two 
different places in the manuscript 

Minor REVISION comments 

 

Please use italic style when referring to in vitro and in 

vivo 

 

If there any ethical issue, please clarify. 

If there any competing interest issue, please clarify. 

 

All Latin terms have been italicized. 

 

There are no ethical issues, and the ACUC 

approvals have been clearly stated.  There are no 

competing interests. 
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Optional/General comments 

 

It is true that this is the first study to measure DPPIV in 

any Varanid lizard and together with recent findings 

about serum antibacterial properties; such data could 

generate valuable knowledge for further studies and 

potential application in the drug discovery area. 

However, the manuscript should be carefully revised 

once again by the authors and any inconsistencies in the 

text should be removed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


