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PART  2: Review Comments 

 

 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, 

correct the manuscript and highlight that part in 

the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors 

should write his/her feedback here) 

Compulsory REVISION 

comments 

 

“Host colonization” should be omitted from the title since 

the experiments deal only with spore germination in vitro 

and do not address the infection process. 
 

Fig. 7: The SDW treatment should be given as a single 

histogram bar.  Why are there 4 bars? 
 

Explain all abreviations, e.g. “SDW”. 
 

Most experiments employed a spore concentration of 

2.5X10
4
/ml.  Why was 1X10

3
/ml used for the salt cation 

experiment? Please explain. 
 

Figs. 7 and 8. Values on X-axis are mislabeled – 0.001 M 

and 0.01 M are the same as 1 mM and 10 mM. Values 

given on p. 7, line 160 are also wrong and differ from those 

given in Fig. 7. 

 

The conclusion that all sugars can induce about 100% 

germination after 24 h (p. 9, lines 213-214) is not 

consistent with the data in Fig. 5. 
 

It is not clear why different media were used to examine 

the various parameters: 10 mM fructose to examine effect 

of spore concentration, 10 mM fructose in GB5 medium to 

examine effect of spore age, 1 mM fructose to examine 
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effect of pH, SDW to examine effect of cations. Please 

explain rationale. 

 

The methods used to examine effect of inorganic nitrogen 

sources on germination lack key information.  What 

ammonium and nitrate salts were used? What was the 

spore concentration, and medium? 
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Minor REVISION comments 

 
What is “medium amended with 10% homogenized bean 

leaves”?  Is this w/v, i.e. 10 g leaves homogenized in 100 

ml medium?  Please clarify. 
 

 

 

Optional/General 

comments 

 

The paper lacks clearly stated objectives. What is the 

reason for studying Botrytis spore germination? Improved 

understanding of environmental factors required for 

germination?  Perhaps to gain insights into methods for 

control by understanding requirements for germination? 
 

Fig. 2 can be omitted since key information is in Fig. 1 and 

in text. 

 

Fig. 4 can be omitted since key information is in Fig. 3. 

 

Fig. 6 can be omitted since key information is in Fig 5. 

 

Tables 1 and 2 should be combined in a single table. 
 

Description of the definition of germination on p. 5, line 

105 is poorly written and confusing. One could simply say 

“… considered as germination when germ tube is visible”. 
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