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Reviewer's comment

Author’'s comment (if agreed with
reviewer, correct the manuscript and
highlight that part in the manuscript. Itis
mandatory that authors should write
his’/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION
comments

Paper very interesting, but needs some correcti

- In the introduction to talk about the importance dryland production has been included.

of wheat and sorghum. Why are these crops fo
research were chosen?

- Figure 01. The ordinate axis (X axis) should b
inserted year.

- Table 01 and the discussion should come afte
the figure 05 and discussion.

- The quality of Figures 2 and 3 is very bad.
Nitrogen rates are not specified.

- What are the varieties of wheat and sorghum?
- Throughout the study were the same varieties
- At some point there was fallow land?

- There fertilization with macronutrients or
micronutrients?

Information on the importance of wheat
osusd sorghum in terms of the acreage in

Figure 1 has Year as the X-axis.

[1°)

Table 1 and associated discussions com
rbefore that of Figure 5 and it discussion.
Specifically, lines 262-272 have discussi
on Table 1, while discussion on Figure 5

?Changes have been made to Figure 2 &
N rates used are clearly specified in the
manuscript (see material and methods; 3
figures have N rates specified).

Sorghum hybrids and wheat varieties
varied over the study period. This has be
clarified in the revised manuscript.

The cropping system was wheat-sorghur

starts from line 285-292 in the manuscript.
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fallow rotation. The fallow period was
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when tillage operations were conducted.

Nitrogen was the only fertilizer applied
during the study period. Soil test P and K
concentrations were adequate over the
study period. Therefore, there was no need
to apply these nutrients.
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Minor REVISION comments

Line 18: The keywords should be in alphabetica
order. Do not use words that are already preser
the title.

Line 36 and 37: the phrase can be excluded
"Precipitation storage efficiency in the wheat-
fallow system NT was 35% Compared to 20% i
the wheat-fallow cropping CT system”. Should
come in the discussion.

Line 59: What is PUE?

Line 72: Write what three cultivation practices. [
not just write abbreviations.

What are the sources of nitrogen? Ammonia?
Nitrate? What abubos? mineral or organic? wag
performed incoprporagéo? What is W-S-F
rotation?

Line 79: The details of farming operations shou
be described. Not to mention only Thompson a
Whitney.

Line 84: What were the herbicides? Uncertainti
should be avoided.

Lines 160. What are the low and high doses?
Lines 164-167. This explanation is just
speculation. Speculation should be avoided. It
should be mentioned references.

Key words have been revised

|
ntin

PUE is precipitation use efficiency (see
abstract)
h
The three tillage practices; conventional
tillage (CT), Reduced tillage (RT) and no
till (NT) have been have been spelt out
Dfully in the introduction section (lines 74-

again.

dallow, fully spelt out and abbreviated in
ntne 51 in the introduction. Therefore, the
abbreviation can be used in subsequent
>sections of the manuscript.

The source of N fertilizer used over the
study period was ammonium nitrate. This
information is stated in line 184-151.

Detail information on tillage operations,
crop management and herbicide
application has been included.

The low and high N doses rates have be
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77). Therefore, it is acceptable to use the
abbreviations in the material and methods
5 section. There is no need to write them qut

W-S-F is abbreviation for wheat-sorghum-
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included in the revised manuscript.

—*

References have been added to support|the
explanation that N immobilization can

affect N availability to dryland crops.

Optional/General comments
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