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PART 1: Review Comments

Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer,
correct the manuscript and highlight that part in
the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors
should write his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments Line 69, define rural and semi-urban. Consider using
the term peri-urban instead of semi-urban.

100% participation rate suggests that study subjects
were coerced into participation. Was there a
payment to participants? What about ill or mentally
ill subjects? How were participants chosen at the
household? At random or simply the person that
answered the door if >18 years? How was informed
consent administered? Were participants told they
had the right to say no?

Authors should aim to integrate two recent
publications on hypertension in subSaharan Africa
(SSA) in PLOS One in their discussion (Muzinguzi et
al., Malaza et al.). It would actually be useful to have
an additional table with all cited studies on
hypertension in SSA, including their country, year,
size, risk factors identified. This would help to
increase the  citation scope of the paper.

Use a consistent order of risk factor variables in all of
the tables.

It would make more sense to replace figure 2 with
proportions who are hypertensive as a function of
age and location. The mean of SBP and DBP are not
the focus of the regression analysis.



SDI Review Form 1.6

Created by: EA Checked by: ME Approved by: CEO Version: 1.6 (07-06-2013)

Line 209 Need to mention in results section of text
that age is linearly associated with hypertension.
High levels of hypertension >15% only observed in
semi-urban persons 45 years and older.

In final multivariate model, check interaction terms
of residence with physical activity, as non-vigorous
activity only prevalent in semi-urban area or
consider stratifying multivariate model by residence.
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Minor REVISION comments Line 62, Replace “aboriginals” with “natives”Line 79 Provide more detail on laptop data collection,what OS, what software, data package?Line 92, describe whether participants were given anyfeed-back on BP results, what to do?Line 98, replace “overweight” by “pre-obese”, overweightusually  refers to >=25 and includes the obeseLine 100, replace “inquired” by “recorded”Line 110, please specify whether walking was coded asvigorous activityLine 127, justify why a threshold of 5 was chosen, give areferenceLine 135, AIDS or AIDS/HIV?Table 1, provide median age rather than categoriesIndicate in results table 1 or main text, how many wereparticipants were taking hypertensive medication;Line 164, how does the study population compare withthe general population (age structure, literacy)Tables, give sample sizes in titleLine 267, replace “transportation” by “personaltransport”
Optional/General comments 100% participation rate suggests that study subjectswere coerced into participation. What about ill ormentally ill subjects? How were participants chosen  atthe household, at random? Or simply persons thatanswered the door? How was informed consentadministered? Were participants told they had the rightto say no?
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