Table Il

Probable Direct Causes of Death by Time of Death among 440 neonates admitted at the Federal

Medical Center, Umuahia, South-east Nigeria

Probable direct cause of <24 hours 224 hours Total
death (% of grand total)
Complications of birth 65 76 141
asphyxia (32.0)
Preterm birth 51 82 135
(30.2)
Neonatal sepsis 23 35 58
(13.2)
Severe neonatal 20 21 41
jaundice (9.3)
Tetanus 5 9 14
(3.2)
Neonatal meningitis 5 7 12
(2.7)
Meconium aspiration 6 2 8
syndrome (1.8)
Surgical conditions 4 2 6
(1.4)
Multiple congenital 2 5 7
malformations (1.7)
Pneumonia 1 4 5
(1.1)
Severe anaemia 1 2 3
(0.7)
*Miscellaneous 5 11 16
(3.6)
Grand total 184 256 440

*= Haemorrhagic disease of the newborn, cyanotic congenital heart disease, HIV-related illness,

Birth trauma



