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FINAL EVALUATOR’S comments on revised paper (if any) Authors’ response to final evaluator’s comments
 The authors should shed further light on the 294 (73.5%) of 400 who were

born by SVD, but died. They are silent on this figure, though it represents a
very large proportion.

 Similarly, I expect some discussion on the 15 (3.8%) of 400 who were born
by elective CS, but died. The situation of the 97 (24.3%) of 400 emergency
CS cases is understandable, but not that of the elective CS cases.

 It is rather worrying that there is no record on the mode of delivery and
place of birth of 2316 surviving neonates, who were admitted over a ten-
year period. The explanation of a “limitation to our work”, which is
retrospective, could be acceptable but it is still a very serious indictment on
the functions of the Records Department of the hospital. This should be so
stated in the discussion. In the meantime, I suggest that the sections on
MODE OF DELIVERY AND PLACE OF BIRTH on Table I be deleted
and the Table reconstructed accordingly. It is unacceptable to have so many
blank spaces in a contingency table

 The information on Table III is adequately captured in the last column on
Table II. So, Table III could be deleted.
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