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For comments of Reviewer VH 
and author’s feed back 

The rewrite of the introduction was not well-done.  You didn’t reference the systematic 
review paper. The CDC standardized surveillance criteria for defining surgical site 
infections was not followed because you did not count SSIs in patients readmitted 
to the same hospital within the required time-frame.  It won’t be valid to compare 
your results to other studies that included readmissions. It doesn’t make sense you 
predict SSI from post-operative LOS. It doesn’t make sense to say ‘Thus by 
reducing post-operation bed stay we may decrease SSI.’ because SSIs themselves 
increase LOS. This was not explained in the discussion. You could have included 
duration of surgery as a risk adjustor by creating an indicator variable for whether 
the surgery was greater the 75th percentile as published by NHSN. You could have 
included wound class as a risk adjustor – not clear why you didn’t since it is listed 
as collected variable.  You didn’t report a model fit statistic as suggested. 

 

For comments of Reviewer NP 
and author’s feed back 

Methods were weaker than I originally thought because it does not say that doctors were 
trained on surveillance definitions. 

 

For comments of Reviewer NK 
and author’s feed back 

English writer was not used to correct grammar and make more precise as suggested. 
Hospital size was not clarified. This reviewer also felt that LOS is not the risk factor, but it 
should be the consequence of SSI. 
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