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 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, 

correct the manuscript and highlight that part in 

the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors 

should write his/her feedback here) 

Compulsory REVISION comments 

 

 

The study needs to draw clear cut conclusions and 

recommendations especially for developing 

countries which may help policy makers for local 

recommendations 

 

Revised conclusions and recommendations for 

developing countries. 

 In conclusion section: 

“Sputum AFB smear ≥ 2+ and hearing alteration 

were the significant predictors for discordance 

between sputum AFB smear and culture at 

second month of treatment.” and 

“WHO recommendation for culture and DST in 

new smear positive pulmonary TB patients may 

not be applicable in developing countries due to 

cost and limited facilities. Therefore, baseline 

sputum AFB smear ≥ 2+ and hypoalbuminemia 

as well as adverse events during intensive phase 

are strongly recommended as the criteria to 

prioritize culture and DST for new smear 

positive pulmonary TB patients with positive 

AFB smear at the second and the third month of 

treatment in developing countries.” 

In abstract: 

Baseline AFB smear ≥ 2+ and hypoalbuminemia 

as well as adverse events during intensive phase 

are strongly recommended as the criteria to 

prioritize culture and DST for new smear 

positive pulmonary TB patients with positive 

AFB smear at the second and the third month of 

treatment in developing countries. 

Minor REVISION comments   

Optional/General comments   

 


