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Reviewer’s comment

Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer,
correct the manuscript and highlight that part in
the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors
should write his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments

On this paper the authors follow up ten outbreaks of IBD
in Zaria-Nigeria. The paper is well written and the results
are clear. However, this reviewer considers that the
manuscript does not fit the scope of the International
Journal of Tropical Disease Health.

Gumboro disease is an important viral infection that
affects the poultry industry and the virus causing this
disease does not affect human beings. Therefore this
paper will have a better scientific impact in a veterinary
or a journal specialized in poultry diseases.

Minor REVISION comments

This reviewer suggests some changes that can help the
authors to improve the manuscript before send it to a
more appropriate journal.

1. The term “mortality rate” should be changed by
the term “fatality rate”.

2. Page 4, paragraph 2: Check for spelling.

3. Page 4 (last paragraph) and 5: It is not clear
what is the meaning of plates. Are they
categorizing the disease sings or animal groups?
Are those results associated to any table or
figure?

4. Page5, paragraph 2: Please specify the meaning
of BBR, SBR, and TBR as follow: Bursa to Body
ratio, Spleen to Body ratio, and Thymus to Body
ratio respectively.

5. Page 5, paragraph 4: The MSR for march is 2.8%
in the text but 2.1% in the table.

6. Figures 1 and 2 have the same title and different
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results. They should have a detailed explanation.
Are they different groups of animals?

7. Inthe Abdu PA et al. 1997. reference the name of
the university should be spelled out and the
country name should appear after “Zaria”.

8. The references Mato T.et al. and Pitcovski J. et al
do not appear in the text.

9. All figures and tables should have and
explanation after the title.

Optional /General comments

The observation that the local animals are more resistant
to the disease is very interesting. It will be interesting to
demonstrate that those animals are more adapted to
circulating viruses and this genetic selection could
explain the results showed in table 4.

The fact that after vaccination those animals get infected
deserves further analysis. Is it possible that partial
vaccination make those animals more susceptible to
suffer IBD?
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