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PART  1: Review Comments 

 

 Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, 

correct the manuscript and highlight that part in 

the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors 

should write his/her feedback here) 

Compulsory REVISION comments 

 

Abstract: Please delete the following sentence from the 

conclusion: “Achieving the 4th millennium development 

goal of reducing under-5 mortality remains a significant 

challenge”. The conclusion should be based on the data in 

the manuscript. Also the data in the manuscript is not 

limited to under five mortality which is the focus of MDG-

4. 

 

Results: Did low BCS mean cerebral malaria? Were 

children with Cerebral malaria more likely to die as 

compared to those who did not have CNS involvement? 

What was the type of malaria parasite in these children? 

 

Did pallor in malaria children reflect haemolysis and 

more severe type of malaria? 

 

The recording of vital signs on admission is very poor. 

None of the patients had a blood pressure recorded. Is it 

due to lack of nursing numbers or training? 

 

The antibiotic regime did not include a good gram 

negative cover e.g. an aminoglycoside. Similarly the fluid 

resuscitation and management is not documented. Only 3 

among those who died had received oxygen. This reflects 

serious shortfalls in the referral centre. We don’t know 

what would be the status in the centre from which these 

children were referred. These health system problems 

need to be highlighted and discussed. 

Many points in the results should be moved to discussion 
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and only actual results retained in theis section. If the 

results are given in the table, then just refer to the table 

instead of describing these results. 

 

Discussion: The authors have very rightly identified the 

problems in the health system as well as the risk factors 

in each individual patient. The system problems need to 

be highlighted e.g. the number of nurses available, staff 

patient ratio and the available equipment. It seems 

lopsided that there is no problem in getting blood for 

transfusion but there is no Oxygen for those who are 

dying due to circulatory and respiratory failure.  

 

Conclusions: Well justified but the authors need to write 

some specific recommendations to improve their health 

care system.  

Minor REVISION comments   

Optional/General comments   
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