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Compulsory REVISION 1.
comments

Abstract must reflect the fact that 23% women were not sure about whether
they received the JSY benefits to give the reader an unbiased understanding of
the results.

One of the objectives of the study is to study the factors affecting the
implementation of the scheme. In this context, it would be beneficial to
analyze whether ‘Awareness of the scheme was affected by area of residence’.
This could help implementers design targeted awareness generation
campaigns.

Considering that introduction of ASHAs is a salient feature of the National
Health Mission and that a key component of the JSY scheme is the incentive
provided to ASHAs for institutional deliveries, it is crucial to understand the
role of ASHAs in promotion of JSY. In this context:

In the discussion section (line 269), it is stated that ‘Commonest source of
information was ANM and ASHA in our study but contrarily information was
received from relatives and friends more frequently than ASHA and ANM'.
This sentence is unclear needs further clarification.

It is also stated that ‘In Maharashtra infrastructure is well developed and
ANMs function reasonably and therefore they surpass ASHA'.

Both statements point towards minimal role of ASHAs in promotion of ]JSY.

However, one must answer the following questions before making the above

statements:

1. The current study population consisted of women delivered in the year
2008-2009. Were ASHAs introduced in both tribal & non tribal areas of
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Maharashtra during this period?
2. If not, has the source of information in tribal and non-tribal areas been
analysed separately?
3. Is there a significant difference between source of information in tribal &
non tribal areas?
4. Had ASHAs completed introductory/ Module I training during the
reference period?
It may be incorrect to make the above statements about the role of ASHAs
without appraising the reader about the above facts.
Minor REVISION Minor grammatical error at line number 97
comments
Table 2, word category area, it appears that the word ‘tribal’ is missing next to the word
‘Non’ in the bracket against rural
Optional /General The study, though dated, provides good insights into the factors affecting uptake of JSY in
comments Maharashtra and can help implementing authorities to undertake targeted interventions.
It should thus be taken up for publication with minor modifications.
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