Editorial Comments:

The host selection for cattle was increased after IRS.
Question:
What is the impact on cattle selection if they spray cattle sheds?

Author’'s Feedback :

The cattle selection (host blood feeding) had increased from 78.57% (pre-IRS session) to 88.69%
(post IRS session) as spraying had been done in cattle sheds also. Please refer to line no.226-229 of
the literature also the figure no. 4 supporting the data for that.

Under IRS program, human dwelling places as well as cattle sheds are mainly targeted for successful
control in vector abundance at the affected horizon. This is so because human and cattle both serve
as host for the sand flies. IRS treatment is done within the houses and cattle-sheds. There are
several reports (as mentioned in the discussion section) that sand fly has developed resistance
against the DDT. Hence, instead of being killed, due to excito-repellant effect, it takes shelter in the
unsprayed areas. In Bihar, the villagers keep their cattle in open place where no IRS had been
covered. The sand flies which have move from the sprayed horizon approached their preferred host
i.e., cattle lying in the unsprayed area for feeding purpose.



