Editorial Comment:

One question need to be addressed or presented in the part of the introduction of the revised
manuscript. There are lots of possible interferences on the RDTSs for the tests of HIV/AIDS and HBV like
authors addressed. Why were the authors interested in the influence of RF and bilirubin on the sensitivity
of Immuno chromatographic Rapid Diagnostic Tests for HIV/AIDS and HBV? Was that because the
patients infected with HIV or HBV usually were related to high RF and/or bilirubin?

Author’'s Feedback:

Thank you for this very important question which has made us to realize how much information was
lacking in the manuscript we submitted.

We have proposed two paragraphs backed by current literature on the subject. This has been highlighted
accordingly.

We have also rearranged the numbering of the references to take into account these new references.

We are grateful for this question and hope that the paper is ready for publication in your prestigious
journal.



