
Editor’s Comment:   

I recommend acceptance of this very interesting and well-researched paper. 

I do not understand the judgement of reviewer no. 3, which seems arbitrary to me, as the authors stated 
that informed consent was obtained and the reviewer had no other substantive comment to make. 

The only -- very speculative -- comment I would make (for the authors -- not to add to the paper) is that 
the disease could possibly be due to a mineral or vitamin deficiency -- perhaps zinc and/or vitamin A -- 
coupled with an HLA profile (B27? B57?) that might render affected individuals particularly susceptible to 
these deficiencies, resulting in a form of hyperkeratosis akin to Reiter's disease. 
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