
Editor’s Comment:   

The paper is not well organized, methods are reported in the results section, tables and results are 
confusing. Terms are often erroneous (elevation (???) of the linear fit; residue (???) analysis). Statistical 
methods are not adequate. Epidemics are characterized by cyclical trends, with rise and fall of disease 
prevalence. The authors used linear prediction models, so that predicted data are absolutely unlikely. 
  Finally, there is plenty of literature on the issue. 
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