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Compulsory REVISION 

comments 

 

In this case report, the authors described three suspected cases of podoconiosis in 

southwest Uganda. The description of the disease and the environmental variables 

support a case for podoconiosis.  

A major limitation of the diagnoses of the cases is that skin sensation test has not 

been done to rule-out the possibility of leprosy. Leprosy is one of the common 

differential diagnoses of podoconiosis. From the cases’ presentations such as 

hypopigmentation, shortening of the toes and webbing of the toes, tests should 

have been done for leprosy. If these tests have not been done, the limitation 

should be clearly reflected and the title should be reworded as ‘suspected 

podoconiosis’. What was the age of onset of the disease in these cases? 

 

Minor REVISION comments 

 
• What is the perception behind the stigma experienced by the cases? Why 

do people think the disease is hereditary? 

• Is there a local terminology for the condition reported by the three cases? 

Is this terminology different from leprosy? Please describe the meaning of 

the terminologies used.  

• On page 1, it has been described that the prevalence of podoconiosis is 

~5% in Ethiopia. This should be corrected as ‘…the average prevalence of 

podoconiosis in endemic red clay soil areas is ~5%...’.  
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