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Reviewer’s comment

Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer,
correct the manuscript and highlight that part in
the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors
should write his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments

I believe it would be worthwhile to mention
limitations of the study. For example, it should be
mentioned that the bulk of the heavy metal burden in
the body is not reflected in a serum test. Most of the
metals sequester into tissues - e.g. Pb in bone - and
there may be very little in serum. Serum levels
generally reflect recent exposure. So in these
workers, they may be marked variation in total body
burden, which is not reflected at all in the serum test.

Minor REVISION comments

I think it would be beneficial to propose some solutions
for the workers. For example a brief comment that
adequate ventilation with the rapid removal of air
containing metals may go a long way to diminish
exposure.

Optional /General comments

| enjoyed this paper and believe it isaworthwhile
addition to the scientific literature. 1 am a clinician
and thus am not able to comments on the statistics or
the chemistry in the paper. You will need other
reviewers for these aspects.
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