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It can be considered as a pilot study, the number of 

patients and control are too small.   

 

 

 

 

We wish to thank the reviewers for their 

insightful observation.  

We acknowledge that the numbers in this study 

are quite small and limit interpretation. We 

would appreciate it if the reviewers would 

consider this as a pilot study in support of a 

larger study, which could definitively answer the 

points raised by this work. We have amended 

the title (line 3), abstract (line 12) and text 

(line12, 136, 139) to reflect that this study 

should be considered as a pilot study. We point 

out the limitations of this study in line 132. 

While the results are not significant however a 

trend is observed which provides evidence for a 

larger study to be performed. 
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