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General Comment:

This study evaluates the timing of phacoemulsification relative to pars plana vitrectomy and tries
to demonstrate an increased risk for developing cystoid macular edema when
phacoemulsification is performed subsequently to pars plana vitrectomy.

Although the study might be of interest for readers, in fact there is poor scientific evidence
regarding this topic, there are some issues to take into account so that the manuscript can
meet publication criteria.

Specific Comments:

Introduction
« Page 2. L36-37. Citations of references from the same source should be given at the
end of the phrase (i.e. citation for reference [1] should be given only at the end of the
phrase).
» Page 2. L47. “in patients with no ocular comorbidities, the type of CME is not specified”
should be replaced by “in patients with no ocular comorbidities, although the type of
CME is not specified.”

Matherials and Methods
e Page 3. L69. The comma should be removed after “OCT filed on”.

Results
« Page 3. L83-84. Demographic data of patients could be joined in one phrase like this
“The mean age of the 43 patients in this study was 68.1 + 12.7 years, in which 67% of
them were female.”
« Page 4. 1L100-101. The group to which patients belong could be added "Two of these
patients had PPV ILM-peel followed by PE (Group 4), the remaining patient had PE
followed by PPV ILM-peel (Group 3)".

Discussion

e Page 4. First para. L108-110. Unintelligible, you compare the rates of symptomatic
CME in your study with other publicated studies and then mixed them with rates of
OCT-evident CME in the "population”. What population?

e« Page 4. L111. “The incidence of CME was highest group 4 relative to all the other
groups, recurrent CME was also highest in this group” should be corrected like this “The
incidence of CME was highest in group 4 relative to all the other groups, recurrent CME
was also higher in this group.”

« Page 4. L112. “While our results did not reach statistical significance this trend warrants
reporting” should be corrected with “While our results did not reach statistical
significance so that this trend warrants reporting”.

e Page 4. L115. “Under went” should be replaced by “underwent”.

e Page 5. L144. “This is the first study to use a compare the rate of CME in both
sequences...” shloud be replaced by “This is the first study that compares the rate of
CME in both sequences...”

« Page 5. L146. “to report” should be replaced by “that report”

Figures and Tables
« Page 9. L203. CMT is measured in millimeters (mm) or microns (um)?
« References for Table 1, Figure 1, Figure 2 and Figure 3 should be given as footnote.



